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AIR RAIDS IN LEBANON, THEIR IMPACT ON LEBANESE 
DEFENSE CAPABILITY, AND NECESSITY USG CONDEMNATION 

REE: BEIRUT 6983 

1 . 1 HAD LUNCH ALONE WITH MIN NAT DEF MALOUF JUST 
AFTER HEARING OF THIS MORNING'S lAF STRIKES AGAINST 
REEUGEE CAMPS IN SOUTHERN LEBANON REPORTED REFTEL. 

2. MALOUE WAS RELATIVELY RELAXED RE YESTERDAY'S AND 
DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY'S lAF ATTACKS AGAINST FEDAYEEN 
MILITARY UNITS IN SOUTHERN LEBANON. HE HOWEVER 
QUESTIONED THEIR EFFICACY IN THAT FEDAYEEN WOULD JUST 
DISPERSE AND MELD INTO LOCAL PEASANTRY. THIS MORNING'S 
ATTACKS, HOWEVER, WERE A DIFEERENT MATTER FOR NOT ONLY 
WERE THEY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF LEBANESE URBAN AREAS, BUT 
MORE IMPORTANTLY INVOLVED CIVILIAN NON-COMBATANTS. MALOUE 
INQUIRED RHETORICALLY WHEN AND AT WHAT POINT WOULD ISRAEL 
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3. MALOUF ALSO STATED CATEGORICALLY THAT GROUND-TO-AIR 
MISSILES WERE EIRED EROM CAMPS AT ATTACKING AIRCRAET. THIS 
CONEIRMATION OE SUCH A EEDAYEEN CAPABILITY RAISED SERIOUS 
PRACTCAL, POLITICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS EOR HIS 
MINISTRY. LEBANESE ARMY HAS NO RPT NO SUCH CAPABILITY AND 
HE EXPECTED SERIOUS QUESTIONING IN PARLIAMENT AND PRESS 
ATTACKS ON THIS ISSUE. IT ALSO PLACED HIM IN A MOST DIEEICULT 
POSITION VIS-A-VIS LEBANESE MILITARY WHOSE MORALE WAS ALREADY 
SUFEICIENTLY LOW AND WHO WOULD DEMAND WEAPONRY TO CARRY 
OUT THEIR DEFENSIVE MISSION. 

4. MALOUF THEN INQUIRED RE OUR SUPPLYING TOWS AND ASKED IE 
I HAD ANY WORD FOLLOWING PRESIDENT ERANGIE'S DEMARCHE ON 
THIS SUBJECT. I TOLD HIM I HAD NONE, POINTING THAT TOWS 
WERE GROUND-TO-GROUND AND NOT GROUND-TO-AIR. HE AGREED, 

BUT EMPHASIZED THE PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE TO HIS TROOPS 
AND OFEICERS OF HAVING AT LEAST A MODICUM OF MODERN WEAPONRY. 

5. IN CONCLUDING THIS PORTION OF OUR CONVERSATION, 

MALOUE WHILE PROFESSING GREAT FRIENDSHIP WITH THE USG 
AND ADMIRATION FOR ITS LEADERS, SAID HE HAD BEEN SORELY 
PRESSED BY VARIOUS AND SUNDRY INDIVIDUALS THIS MORNING 
ALONG LINE THAT CONTINUING lAE RAIDS WERE DUE TO QUOTE 
GREEN LIGHT UNQUOTE GIVEN GOI BY OUR PRESIDENT. HE ALSO 
REFERRED TO MRS. MEIR'S STATEMENT UPON CONCLUSION OF 
GOLAN HEIGHTS AGREEMENT THAT ISRAEL WOULD HAVE USG'S 
POLITICAL BACKING IN RETALIATING AGAINST COMMANDO RAIDS 
EROM ABROAD. I REVIEWED AT SOME LENGTH RECENT HISTORY OE 
THIS SUBJECT AND DESCRIBED UNDERSECRETARY SISCO'S TESTIMONY 
BEFORE HOUSE FOREIGN AEEAIRS COMMITTEE. MALOUF ACCEPTED 
THIS PRESENTATION WITH GRATITUDE BUT THEN ASKED IE IT WOULD 
NOT BE POSSIBLE EOR USG PUBLICLY TO REITERATE THESE POINTS 
AND TO CONDEMN WHAT APPEARS TO BE NEVER-ENDING ISRAELI 
AIR ATTACKS AGAINST GOL. HE ALSO REEERRED TO PRACTICALLY 
DAILY ARTILLERY AND MORTAR ATTACKS AGAINST LEBANESE TERRITORY 
BUT SAID HE COULD TOLERATE THIS EOR EORTUNATELY CASUALTIES 
WERE MINIMUM AND ONLY DAMAGE WAS TO PROPERTY. 
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